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ABSTRACT

Preliminary experiments have been performed toward the development of a multi-cell Penning–Malmberg trap for the storage of large
numbers of positrons (≥1010 e+ ). We introduce the master-cell test trap and the diagnostic tools for first experiments with electrons. The
usage of a phosphor screen to measure the z-integrated plasma distribution and the number of confined particles is demonstrated, as
well as the trap alignment to the magnetic field (B = 3.1 T) using the m = 1 diocotron mode. The plasma parameters and expansion are
described along with the autoresonant excitation of the diocotron mode using rotating dipole fields and frequency chirped sinusoidal drive
signals. We analyze the reproducibility of the excitation and use these findings to settle on the path for the next generation multi-cell test
device.
© 2021 Author(s). All article content, except where otherwise noted, is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution (CC BY) license
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/). https://doi.org/10.1063/5.0067666

I. INTRODUCTION
Positrons are one of the rarest and most expensive substances
on Earth. As a glimpse into the nature of antimatter, they are in
themselves interesting objects to study, but they can also be used for
many different experiments including material surface studies1 and
the formation of anti-hydrogen2 to test the charge, parity, and time
(CPT) reversal symmetry theorem (CPT)-theorem or the gravitational response of antimatter,3 as well as to investigate fundamental
plasma physics. The latter is the focus of the “A Positron Electron
eXperiment” (APEX) collaboration. Our goal is the formation of a
magnetized positron–electron plasma at low temperatures and sufficiently high densities, with a spatial extent of several Debye lengths
to study collective behavior and test the fundamental behavior of
mass-symmetric neutral plasmas.4–6
To achieve this goal, 1010 –1011 cold (∼ 1 eV) positrons
are needed. Currently, the records for the largest number of
positrons are 3.8 ⋅ 108 accumulated over 9.3 min,7 1.2 ⋅ 109 over
2.5 h,8 and 4.0 ⋅ 109 over 4.5 h.9 All of these experiments use
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Penning–Malmberg (PM) traps in which non-neutral plasmas are
confined axially due to electrical potentials and radially due to a
strong, uniform magnetic field in the axial direction.10 In the first
stage of these schemes, positrons from a continuous source are
cooled and accumulated in a buffer-gas trap. In the second stage,
they are transferred and further accumulated in a high magnetic field
trap. While the efficiency of the first stage has been improved over
the years, the limitations on the total number of positrons that can
be accumulated with this approach lie in the second stage. If the
number of positrons accumulated in a PM trap increases, a corresponding space-charge potential builds up that has its maximum on
the symmetry axis. Assuming a long (compared to its radius), evenly
distributed cylindrical positron plasma, the on-axis potential has the
form10
∣ϕP (r = 0)∣ =

∣e∣N
rW
(1 + 2 ln( )),
4πε0 lP
rP

(1)

where ∣e∣N is the accumulated charge, lp is the plasma length, rp is the
plasma radius, and rW is the inner wall radius of the trap electrodes.
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To confine such a plasma in a PM trap, the applied confinement
potentials on axis ϕC (r = 0) have to be larger than the plasma spacecharge potential, i.e., ∣ϕC (r = 0)∣ > ∣ϕP (r = 0)∣. This means that, for
a fixed plasma length and increasing particle number, the necessary confinement potentials become large. Our goal is to accumulate and confine large numbers of particles, thereby reaching a high
overall plasma space-charge. This usually implies high confinement
potentials and the use of kV plugging potentials.
The use of high voltage can be avoided by separating the plasma
into multiple PM traps or “storage-cells.” Using a honeycomb-like
arrangement, it is possible to fit multiple storage-cells in a small
volume, with each of them carrying a portion of the overall spacecharge. Surko and Greaves first suggested and developed this multicell trap concept.11 Later, Danielson et al. introduced the idea of
first confining the plasma in a large diameter “master-cell” trap, and
then moving the plasma off-axis and axially transferring it into the
storage-cells, in which multiple pulses are accumulated and stored
until the desired number of positrons integrated over all cells is
reached.12 Many of the techniques needed to perform these manipulations have been demonstrated.12–15 Two key challenges resulting
from the UCSD experiments were the critical need to have a good
alignment procedure for the electrodes and the need to develop efficient autoresonance control that minimizes expansion. The work
reported here addresses these challenges.
The APEX collaboration aims to continue the development
of this multi-cell concept for the accumulation of large positron
(e+ ) numbers. Considering that 1010 –1011 e+ are needed for a
positron–electron plasma and that a buffer-gas trap will be utilized
to deliver pulses of ∼2 ⋅ 108 e+ every minute with a high transfer
efficiency, it will take between 50 min and 8 h to accumulate the
required number of positrons. Great care must, therefore, be taken
to optimize the plasma confinement in each storage-cell in terms
of the particle loss and radial expansion, to ensure that the plasma
stays confined over the long accumulation period. After accumulating the desired number of positrons, they will be transferred from
the storage-cells back into the master-cell and delivered to the pairplasma experiment. Here, we describe preliminary experiments that
have been performed at the Max Planck Institute for Plasma Physics
with a master-cell test trap as the first step toward constructing a
new multi-cell trap. In particular, we describe the use of a technique
for alignment of the electrodes suitable for the multi-cell trap and
report a unique mode of operation of the autoresonance excitation
that shows solid performance. Section II introduces the experimental setup, its diagnostics, and a typical experimental cycle. Section III
discusses a robust technique for the alignment of the trap electrodes
to the magnetic field. The typical plasma parameters and the confinement achieved so far are given in Sec. IV, followed by a description
of a new operating mode of autoresonant excitation of the m = 1
diocotron mode suitable for use in filling off-axis traps in Sec. V.
Section VI outlines the next steps needed to begin multi-cell trap
operation.
II. EXPERIMENTAL SETUP
The present experiments were performed with electrons in the
master-cell test trap, a Penning–Malmberg trap that is embedded in
a uniform magnetic field of B0 = 3.114(2) T provided by a superconducting magnet. A scaled schematic of the trap structure is shown in
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Fig. 1, along with a plot of the on-axis magnetic field and the on-axis
vacuum potential profile, i.e., the potential profile due to the applied
voltages on the electrodes. Two cryogenic pumps, one at each side of
the experimental chamber, bring the background pressure to about
1 ⋅ 10−9 mbar as measured with ionization gauges ∼ 1.4 m away
from the experimental region where the stray magnetic field is low
enough to operate the gauges.
The master-cell trap consists of ten cylindrical electrodes
(denoted as E1–E10 in Fig. 1) with an inner wall radius of
rW = 37 mm and a gap of 0.5 mm between each other, to which
individual potentials can be applied. The wall radius was chosen
according to the size of the final multi-cell device (≈37 mm), given
the bore radius of the magnet (67.5 mm). The two end electrodes
(E1 and E10) have a length of 60 mm and the eight inner ones
(E2–E9) are 40 mm long. Four electrodes are segmented, two into
eight segments (E2 and E9) and two into four segments (E3 and
E8). These are used for plasma diagnostics and manipulation. All
electrodes are made of aluminum coated with colloidal graphite
(diluted in isopropanol and applied using an air brush). Several previous studies have demonstrated that the use of colloidal graphite
instead of gold plating can help reduce surface potential variations and lead to improved lifetime.16,17 The electrodes are clamped
together with insulating spacers made of polyether ether ketone
(PEEK).
For the present experiments, typical confinement potentials of ϕC,1 = −200 V are applied to an upstream electrode and
ϕC,2 = −300 V to a downstream one. Vacuum solutions to Laplace’s
equation yield a confinement potential of ∼−120 V on the axis (see
Fig. 1). The electron source is a linear filament made of rhenium with
a typical emission current in the microampere range. All present
experiments were performed with electrons. For the ultimate application with positrons, only the sign of the charge and potentials has
to be changed. The emitter is biased to −20 V to accelerate electrons
into the trap. An aperture placed in front of the source (not included
in Fig. 1) can be switched between potentials to either let the electrons pass or block them from streaming into the trap during the
appropriate phases of the experimental sequence.
The experiments are performed in fill–hold–manipulate–dump
cycles. These are controlled using a Pulsed-Pattern Generator (PPG)
that is based on a Field Programmable Gate Array (FPGA) that
allows precise and reproducible timing down to the nanosecond
range for the measurement procedures.18 In the first (“fill”) step of
the cycle, the aperture and upstream electrode are grounded while
the confinement potential is applied to an electrode at the downstream side. Electrons stream into the trap, are reflected at the
downstream electrode, and stream back into the direction of the
emitter. Due to two-stream-instabilities,19 an equilibrium electron
distribution eventually forms between the emitter and the downstream electrode after 0.8–1 ms. In the second (“hold”) step, the
potential at the upstream confinement electrode is brought to −200
V, trapping electrons in the confinement volume. Simultaneously,
the potential on the aperture of the electron source is brought to
−300 V, preventing further electrons from streaming into the trap.
By using different trapping electrodes, the length of the plasma
can be varied as well as the number of confined particles. In the
third step, the plasma is confined in the trap and can be manipulated, diagnosed, or simply held for a predetermined amount of
time.
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FIG. 1. The upper schematic shows the experimental setup with the electron emitter on the left (upstream) side, the trap electrodes with their respective labels in the
middle, and the phosphor screen on the right (downstream) side. The dashed line on the upstream side represents the trap diameter. In the bottom graph, the magnetic
field on the axis (blue dots) as well as the on-axis vacuum potential for applied potentials of ϕC,1 = −200 V at E4, ϕC,2 = −300 V at E10, and 5 kV at the screen (black
line) are visualized. The vertical gray dashed lines represent the locations of the gaps between electrodes along the z-axis and z = 0 is chosen to lie in the center of the
homogeneous magnetic field region.

Since the electron emitter is slightly displaced relative to the
trap axis of symmetry, a residual m = 1 diocotron mode of the
plasma arises. In Sec. III, we show how this feature can be used
to align the trap wall parallel to the background magnetic field.
However, for most experiments, this residual diocotron mode is
unwanted and hence must be damped. To this end, a feedbackdamping20 circuit is employed, which takes the image-charge signal
from one sector of a segmented electrode, amplifies it, and applies it
to the sector that is 180○ displaced. This damping scheme is shown
in Fig. 2, as well as an experimental example of the plasma displacement during the damping process. The displacement is derived from
the radial plasma position, the measurement of which is described
in the next two paragraphs. By careful adjustment of the phase shift
of the amplified signal, and after applying an exponential fit to the
measurement (solid black line in Fig. 2), we find that the residual
diocotron mode is damped below 1% of its initial amplitude after
480 ms.
In the last (“dump”) step, the confinement potential at the
downstream electrode is set to 0 V so that the plasma is released
and can be diagnosed. It is dumped onto a phosphor screen located
∼3 cm downstream from the trap, which is biased to +5 kV.
This screen is a commercial glass coated with indium-tin-oxide
onto which we have deposited by a sedimentation technique21 a
layer of the phosphor P22b Sn:ZnAg. Particles with a sufficient
kinetic energy22 that strike this material cause it to fluoresce. The
z-integrated plasma distribution as well as the position of the plasma
in the trap at the time of the dump are imaged with a Complementary Metal-Oxide-Semiconductor (CMOS) camera with a depth of
12 bits.
To obtain the plasma position and radius, the integrated plasma
distribution is assumed to be circularly symmetric and a variant of a
2D super-Gaussian function
⎛
f (x, y) = a ⋅ exp −(
⎝

√
n
(x − x0 )2 + (y − y0 )2 ⎞
) +c
rp
⎠
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(2)

is fitted to the data. Here, x0 and y0 denote the plasma position,
i.e., the position of the maximum brightness in the xy-plane, a is
its intensity, c is an offset, and n is the power in the argument of
the exponential function. We define the plasma radius rp as the location at which the super-Gaussian function falls off to 1/e ≈ 0.368 of
its maximum value. An example of such a plasma image is shown in
Fig. 3, along with x- and y-slices through the center showing the fit to
the super-Gaussian profile for these data. Here, along both slices, the
fit yields rp = 1.2 mm and n = 1.9, showing that this plasma is close
to a Gaussian shape. Since the screen is in a lower magnetic field
(BScreen = 2.965 T) compared to the confinement volume, the plasma

FIG. 2. Feedback-damping of the residual diocotron mode. The inset shows
schematically how the image-charge signal is picked up at one sector, amplified,
phase-shifted, and applied to the opposing sector. The graph shows the measured
displacement of the plasma as a function of time while the feedback damping is
applied. An exponential decay fit (solid black line) yields a damping of the residual
diocotron mode below 1% of its initial amplitude after 480 ms.
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total number of confined particles N when used as a charge collector that is biased to +200 V and using a charge-integrating circuit
(CREMAT CR-113). Since the plasma profile and particle number are measured and the geometry and applied potential are well
known, a Poisson–Boltzmann solver can be used to solve for the
local thermal equilibrium distribution of the confined plasma and
to obtain the plasma length lP .23 Figure 4 shows a solution of the
plasma distribution in the trap that is used to obtain information
on the space-charge potential and the length of the plasma, defined
as the full width at half maximum (FWHM) of the axial plasma
elongation.
III. ALIGNING THE TRAP WITH THE MAGNETIC FIELD

FIG. 3. Image of the z-integrated plasma distribution measured at the phosphor
screen. The central image shows a magnified view of the central plasma region.
The graphs on the top and on the right show horizontal (top) and vertical (right)
cuts through the center of the image with a width of one pixel in blue. They are
represented by the dashed orange lines in the central image and used to fit a 2D
super-Gaussian distribution function (orange solid line) as well as to obtain the
plasma radius. The fit yields r p = 1.2 mm and n = 1.9.

image is slightly magnified. This has been taken into account using
conservation of the magnetic flux and measurements of the on-axis
magnetic
field (Fig. 1). This calibration leads to a scaling factor of
√
κ = B0 /BScreen ≈ 1.025. The screen can also be used to measure the

FIG. 4. Poisson–Boltzmann solution for a typical electron plasma confined
between the electrodes E4 (at −200 V) and E10 (at −300 V), with E5–E9
grounded. The top graph shows the density distribution, which is used to determine the plasma length (white line). The lower graph shows the potential, which
is due to the plasma space charge. The plasma parameters are N = 2 ⋅ 108 ,
r P = 2 mm and n = 4, which gives a central density of 1.5 ⋅ 1014 m−3 , an on-axis
length of l P = 125 mm, and potential ϕP (r = 0) = −18 V.

Rev. Sci. Instrum. 92, 123504 (2021); doi: 10.1063/5.0067666
© Author(s) 2021

Accurate alignment of the trap axis to the magnetic field
is crucial for good confinement of non-neutral plasmas in a
Penning–Malmberg trap. To change the alignment of the trap,
which is embedded into the bore of the superconducting magnet, six screws on each side of the vacuum tube can be used to
adjust the horizontal and vertical position of the tube with respect
to the field. One way to adjust this positioning is to measure
the plasma expansion or charge decay. If the alignment is poor,
the plasma expands quickly compared to a well-aligned situation.
However, these measurements can become quite time consuming, reaching a regime where a visible expansion can be measured
only after 100 s or longer. Hence, an alignment procedure has
been adapted that compares the motion of the m = 1 diocotron
mode in different axial positions of the trap, a technique developed
by Aoki et al.24
The procedure makes use of the fact that the electron emitter is offset from the symmetry axis of the trap by a small amount.
This leads to a residual m = 1 diocotron mode when the plasma is
confined. Since the particles and the initial electron column follow
the magnetic field lines from the source, the amplitude of the diocotron motion varies at different distances from the source when
there is a misalignment of the magnetic field to the electrode wall,
i.e., when they are not parallel to each other. This is shown schematically in Fig. 5, demonstrating how electrons following the magnetic
field lines from the source (green) will perform different diocotron
motions in two confinement volumes (CV1 in red and CV2 in
blue) due to the misalignment to the magnetic field, and how these
motions will appear on the phosphor screen. By imaging the residual diocotron motion around the trap axis in two different regions of
the trap on the phosphor screen, we can quantify the misalignment
of the wall to the magnetic field and also determine the direction the
trap must be shifted to be aligned with the magnetic field.
We performed fill–hold–dump measurements in two different
confinement volumes of the same length and a relative distance of
28.35 cm from each other, one close to the electron emitter (CV1 in
Fig. 5) and the other closer to the screen (CV2). For each measurement, the hold time was increased in small steps of 5 μs until two
cycles of the diocotron motion around the trap center are imaged.
Circles were fitted to the data to determine their centers and the
distance ΔC between the centers of each circle gives a measure of
the misalignment and the direction in which the traps needs to
be adjusted. In Fig. 6(a), the residual diocotron motion was monitored before the alignment and the observed ΔC corresponds to an
initial misalignment of ∼0.141(15)○ . The arrow indicates in which
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FIG. 5. Schematic for the alignment procedure, adapted from Aoki et al.,24 with the emitter on the left, the trap in the middle, and the screen on the right side. The location
of confinement volume 1 (CV1) and confinement volume 2 (CV2) are marked below. The diocotron trajectories in each confinement volume and their images on the screen
are represented in red (CV1) and blue (CV2), respectively. Reproduced with permission from Aoki et al., Jpn. J. Appl. Phys., Part 1 43, 7777 (2004). Copyright 2004 IOP
Publishing.

direction the side of CV1 has to be shifted. After the position has
been shifted accordingly, the measurement and correction of the
alignment were repeated multiple times [Figs. 6(b)–6(d)]. With this
technique, the trap was aligned until the difference between the
centers reached ΔC = 60(77) μm, which corresponds to an angular misalignment of ∼0.012(12)○ . This values lies within the range
of the uncertainty of this procedure, which is limited due to our
shot-to-shot reproducibility.
As has been discussed,15 accurate alignment of the storage cells
is critical in the success of the multi-cell trap concept. The future

FIG. 6. Measured diocotron mode trajectories in two different confinement volumes, CV1 upstream (red) and CV2 downstream (blue), and their center distance
ΔC for four different stages of the alignment procedure: (a) before the alignment,
(b) and (c), two intermediate steps, and (d) the final measurement after optimizing
the alignment.
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multi-cell trap will have the ability to independently adjust the storage cell alignment, and thus, a reliable method of measuring small
misalignments is necessary. Here, we have demonstrated the use of
well controlled diocotron modes to measure the alignment with the
precision necessary for the multi-cell trap.
IV. PLASMA PARAMETERS, CONFINEMENT,
AND EXPANSION
In this section, the typical plasma parameters are described,
which are achieved after aligning the trap to the magnetic field
using a fill- and preparation routine including the damping of
the residual diocotron motion. In this section and in Sec. V, we
focus solely on plasmas confined between E4, E5, E6 or E7 to E10
because of the homogeneity of the magnetic field in these regions
(see Fig. 1).
Given the preparation described above, plasmas with initial
electron numbers from N = 0.5 ⋅ 108 to 2 ⋅ 108 are confined with
a shot-to-shot reproducibility of ΔN/N ≈ 2%, plasma radii from
rP = 0.5 to 1 mm, and lengths from lP = 50 to 125 mm. If a cylindrical plasma shape is assumed, these plasmas have an on-axis space
charge potential of ϕP (r = 0) ≥ −19 V. Since the plasma temperatures are less than 10 eV and the on-axis confinement potential is
ϕC = −120 V, these plasmas are well confined. Measurements of the
axial plasma temperature25,26 yield an initial plasma temperature of
0.5–1 eV on the axis. Given the average density of n0 = 5 ⋅ 1014 m−3 ,
the initial Debye length is about 0.2–0.3 mm. Therefore, the conditions rP > λD and lP ≫ λD are satisfied and the charged cloud
qualifies as a non-neutral plasma.
The plasma expansion was measured without any further
manipulation. Repeated fill–hold–dump cycles with increasing holding times up to 1000 s after the damping of the residual diocotron
mode were performed. For each cycle, the plasma profile and the
number of confined electrons were measured. An example of such a
measurement is shown in Fig. 7. Plotted vs the holding time, it shows
the mean plasma density n0 in the first panel, the super-Gaussian
exponent n in the second, the plasma radius rP in the third, and the
number of confined particles N in the fourth. For holding times up
to 2 s, all of these parameters remain constant. Later, we see that

92, 123504-5

Review of
Scientific Instruments

FIG. 7. Measurement of the plasma expansion for the confinement between E5 (at
−200 V) and E10 (at −300 V), which corresponds to l P = 101 mm. The first panel
shows the evolution of the mean plasma density n0 over the holding time. The
second panel shows the evolution of the super-Gaussian exponent n. The third
and fourth panels show the evolution of the plasma radius r P and of the number of
trapped particles N, respectively.

the density decreases while the super-Gaussian exponent and the
radius increase. This indicates that the plasma expands and changes
its shape from a sharply peaked profile (n < 2) to a Gaussian-shape
(n = 2), eventually becoming a flat-top profile (n > 2). Starting at
∼100 s, the plasma loses particles while further expanding, becoming less and less dense. While the plasma further expands, it appears
to evolve back to a peaked profile, given the decreasing value of
the parameter n. However, this is a consequence of the fit failing
to adequately determine the profile for these diffuse plasma cases.
Figure 8 shows a visualization of this. It shows two 2D profiles from
the data in Fig. 7, one at 100 s and one at 500 s on the left and right
side, respectively. The dashed line in the lower images shows the cut
through each of those images along which the profiles shown in the
upper panels, with super-Gaussian fits, are taken. For the left image,
the fitted function yields a flat-top profile (n = 3.01) and represents
the overall shape of the 2D profile well, while for the right image, the
fit finds a spot-like (n = 1.84) profile. The latter does not represent
the 2D distribution in all its detail because, for long holding times,
the profiles develop a distinctive low-density halo around the plasma
center. To adequately represent these profiles, at least two different super-Gaussian functions would be needed: one for the central
plasma and one for the low density halo. This becomes important
if we are looking at the radial plasma transport in more detail and
has to be accounted for in future studies, but, since the simple 2D
super-Gaussian distribution is a good measure for the overall plasma
radius and only fails at long holding times, we use it here to describe
the plasma radius.
The results of further holding time measurements for different
plasma lengths are shown in Fig. 9, where the plasma radius and the
number of confined particles are plotted vs the holding time. Over
the course of the trapping time, the plasma slowly expands up to
4 mm. After this time, it was not possible to measure the profile since
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FIG. 8. Two 2D plasma profiles from the data of Fig. 7. The left shows the measured plasma profile after 100 s and the right after 500 s. The graphs on the top
show the center x-plane with a width of one pixel, which are represented by the
dashed orange line in the image below. These graphs show the results of the fitted
2D super-Gaussian distribution to both cases, which yield a fit-parameter n = 3.01
for the 100 s and n = 1.84 for the 500 s case.

it became too diffuse to be imaged with our current diagnostic due
to the stray light emitted from the emitter. For lengths of 51 and
76 mm, this is the case even at 500 and 1000 s, respectively. The particle loss is clearly measurable after holding times ≥ 100 s. After this
time, the number slowly decreases until at 1000 s ∼25% of the initial particles have been lost. This behavior seems to be independent
of the plasma length even though the number of confined particles
is different for each length. This observation is at odds with other
experiments that have measured an expansion rate for a non-neutral
plasma in a PM trap that is proportional to the square of the plasma
length.27,28
Since the plasmas described here are well confined (meaning on
axis ∣ϕP ∣ ≪ ∣ϕC ∣ is fulfilled, and the temperature is relatively low), it
should not be possible for particles to escape the trap axially due to

FIG. 9. Evolution of the plasma radius (top) and the number of trapped electrons
(lower panel) vs the holding time, for several plasma lengths (see the color code).
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expansion and the associated heating10 of the plasma. In addition,
over the course of the holding time, the main plasma body expands
to radii that remain much smaller than the wall radius (rP ≪ rW )
so that the particles in the main plasma region should not be lost
radially on the surface of the electrodes. We, therefore, speculate
that there is a low density halo of electrons surrounding the main
plasma body. This halo may originate in the complicated plasma
formation process and particles may be lost from this halo radially before those of the main plasma. With our current diagnostics,
it was not possible to observe this halo, but it may be the reason
why no significant difference in the expansion for different plasma
lengths was observed. Another possibility is that the heated cathode
forms excited hydrogen molecules, and these dissociatively attach
to the plasma electrons forming H− .29 These particles would not
be observed, and thus, it would appear as a loss of particles to our
diagnostics.
V. AUTORESONANT EXCITATION OF THE DIOCOTRON
MODE
It has been shown that the m = 1 diocotron mode can be
excited in a controlled manner for a non-neutral plasma in a
Penning–Malmberg trap30 and that this mode can be used to address
off-axis storage-cells.14,15 Indeed, for the addressing of the off-axis
cells of a multi-cell trap, the control over the radial positioning of
the plasma is crucial. Due to spatial constraints, we aim to place the
off-axis cells at ∼70% of the wall radius of the master-cell. In this
section, we demonstrate the control of this motion in our trap and
show that this is a suitable displacement for the storage-cells in the
next multi-cell trap.
In contrast to previous work on autoresonant excitation, which
only used a single segment of the conducting wall,14,15,30 the experiments here use a variant of this technique. We found that the excitation of the diocotron motion in our trap is highly reproducible using
a rotating dipole field where a chirped sinusoidal signal is applied
to the fourfold segmented electrode E8 with a phase shift of 90○
between neighboring segments, meaning 0○ at the first, 90○ at the
second, 180○ at the third, and 270○ at the fourth segment. One example is shown in Fig. 10 where the frequency was chirped from 1 to
320 Hz with a chirp rate of 2 kHz/s at an amplitude of 4Vpp . It shows
the off-axis displacement as a fraction of the wall radius (blue dots)
and the corresponding plasma radius (orange dots) for plasmas that
are dumped onto the screen for increasing excitation times. It is possible to stably excite the plasma up to D/rW = 0.92, i.e., 92% of the
wall radius. During excitation of the diocotron mode, the plasma
expands. However, up to a displacement of 70%, this expansion is
small compared to the initial plasma radius (solid black lines).
The dashed line in Fig. 10 shows the displacement vs time predicted by matching the drive frequency to the non-linear diocotron
frequency ωNL given by the following formula:30
ωNL = ω0

1
,
2
1 − D2 /rW

(3)

where ω0 = eN/2πε0 lp BrW is the small amplitude or linear diocotron
frequency. The linear frequency was estimated to be 125 Hz, which
matches approximately the time where the autoresonant drive couples strongly to the diocotron motion and mode growth accelerates.
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FIG. 10. Diocotron mode off-axis displacement (as a fraction of the wall radius
r W = 37 mm blue line) and the corresponding plasma radius (orange line) as a
function of the autoresonant excitation time where a sinusoidal frequency signal with an amplitude of 4Vpp was chirped at a rate of 2 kHz/s. The solid black
line marks the time and related plasma radius when the plasma is displaced to
70% of the wall radius. The dashed black line shows the evolution of the plasma
displacement predicted by Eq. (3).

The prediction matches the observation for the displacement reasonably well except for an initial offset. Not all non-linearities in the
m = 1 mode frequency are captured by Eq. (3), so a precise match
is not expected. Additional considerations that affect the mode frequency at high amplitude include the elliptical distortion of the
plasma cross-section when it approaches the wall31 and the finite
axial extent of the plasma.32,33 For our purposes, it is not necessary to
identify these effects as long as we can reproducibly excite the mode
to a controlled amplitude.
The measurement in Fig. 10 is comprised of 376
fill–hold–dump cycles. These data, therefore, show that this
excitation scheme is fairly reproducible. However, to determine
whether it is reasonable to place the center of the off-axis cells at
a displacement of 70%, it is crucial to confirm that it is possible
to reproducibly address not only a determined radius but also a
well-defined phase (i.e., azimuthal position). To further test the
reproducibility of the off-axis displacement, the mode is excited
50 times and at each measurement, the plasma is dumped after an
excitation time of 80 ms, which corresponds to 68% of the wall
radius. If the excitation is phase-locked to the diocotron motion, it
should be possible to dump the plasma at a reproducible radius and
an azimuthal angle. The outcome of these measurements is shown
in Fig. 11. The blue dots mark the center of the dumped plasmas,
the dashed line represents D/rW = 0.68, and the solid line represents
a hypothetical storage-cell with a wall radius of 6 mm with its center
on the dashed line. One can see that all the blue dots are quite near
the dashed line. In the enlarged view of the region in the upper
right of Fig. 11, one can see that the scatter in the plasma position
is about 1 mm horizontally and less than 0.5 mm vertically. This
scatter is probably due to the shot-to-shot variation in the electron
number as well as a small amplitude sloshing motion of the electron
plasma in the well of the exciting field.14 Compared to the plasma
radius after the excitation (rP = 0.5 mm, the blue dotted line in the
enlarged view), the scatter is small. It is also small compared to the
size of the prospective storage-cell wall radius of 6 mm. Therefore,
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eventually accumulate the target number of positrons for the APEX
experiments. Finally, we want to study the process required to dump
plasmas from the off-axis cells and how the many positrons could
be provided to our positron–electron plasma confinement devices
using such a system.
Diagnostic capabilities will be improved with a commercial
phosphor screen that is coated with P43 phosphor, the luminescence
of which better matches the CMOS camera quantum efficiency, and
that will be operated at higher potentials, up to 8 kV. The electron
emitter will be upgraded with a lanthanum-hexaboride (LaB6 ) crystal with a lower work function of 2.6–2.8 eV34 so that sufficient electron current can be emitted at lower temperature, thereby producing
less stray light. This should result in a much improved imaging quality and may, therefore, allow for a better diagnosis of the plasma,
and, for example, the detection of the aforementioned halo.
VII. SUMMARY

FIG. 11. Reproducibility of the diocotron excitation up to D/r W = 0.68. The dashed
line marks 68% of the wall radius. The inset square expands the region in which
the plasma has been dumped for the 50 measurements. The solid black circle
represents the prospective size of a storage-cell with a diameter of 12 mm. The
blue dotted line in the inset represents the typical size of the plasma after the
excitation with r P = 0.5 mm.

we determined that the off-axis storage-cells for a future multi-cell
trap can be placed at ∼D/rW = 0.7 compared to the master-cell.
Reproducible excitation up to large fractions of the wall radius
with negligible plasma expansion is, as discussed above, critical for
the development of the multi-cell concept. We have shown here that,
using the chirped dipole drive technique, we can reproducibly move
particles out to 70% of the wall radius with minimal expansion, a
result that gives us confidence in proceeding to tests with off-axis
storage cells.
VI. TOWARD A MULTI-CELL TRAP
Based on the present results, a multi-cell test trap has been
designed and is being assembled. It has one on-axis cell and two offaxis cells with their centers at 70% of the master-cell’s wall radius.
Due to the radial spatial limitations in our current vacuum setup, the
wall radius of the storage-cells was chosen to be 6 mm. The prototype
multi-cell trap can be extended, without major redesign, to seven
storage-cells. Each storage-cell is expected to confine up to 4 ⋅ 109 e,
so the prototype will be able to accumulate approximately up to
2 ⋅ 1010 particles. The design is made modular so that the multicell trap can eventually be extended to 14 or 21 cells to reach 1011
particles.
The next experiments will test the transfer of plasma into the
off-axis cells as well as the simultaneous confinement in multiple
cells. The rotating wall technique27,28 will be applied in the masterand storage-cells. We plan to address the question whether a simultaneous, in-phase (or feed-forward) application of the rotating wall
signal is possible or whether separately phased (feedback) compression signals need to be applied to each cell individually. We anticipate being able to confine particles for 50 min or more, as needed to
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We presented the design and initial operation of a master-cell
Penning–Malmberg trap setup, which will be part of the next multicell trap for high capacity positron storage. Experiments reported
here used electrons instead of positrons. Specifically, we demonstrated a highly accurate technique to measure the trap alignment to
the background magnetic field that can be used to align the multi-cell
trap. Furthermore, the confined electron plasmas have been characterized and their confinement for different plasma lengths has
been studied. A new mode of operation of the autoresonance technique has been demonstrated using a chirped rotating dipole field
and has been found to be a reliable scheme to displace the plasma
off-axis with minimal expansion. On the basis of these results and
conclusions, we will proceed with the installation and operation of a
prototype multi-cell test trap.
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